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Castlereagh's personal sympathies were with the reactionary
rulers—he had collaborated with them in the coalition which
overthrew Napoleon and in the peace-settlement; whereas
Canning cared nothing for them, for he had none of Castlereagh's
aristocratic prejudices, and had been out of office during those
critical years. Thus he was a whole-hearted " isolationist."
" So things are getting back into a wholesome state again," he
wrote to a friend at this time, " every nation for itself and God
for us all." More than once we shall see him going so far as to
give active support to rebels in direct opposition to the aims of
the reactionary Powers. Yet even so, we must bear in mind
that the revolutionary movements in Castlereagh's time were
in countries—Italy and Spain—with which Britain had no direct
concern; whereas those which now arose—in South America
and Portugal—British commercial interests would have been
jeopardised if the insurgents had been crushed.
§ 95. latin america.—At the time of the Verona Congress,
Canning had sent a private memorandum to the French
Government, warning it that Britain's formal protest against
the intervention in Spain would give way to forcible action if
France went on to subjugate Spain's South American colonies l
as well. There were two main reasons for this distinction.
Firstly, whereas British trade with Spain had never amounted
to much, a highly profitable commerce had sprung up with the
Spanish colonies since they had shaken off the paralysing grip
of their mother-country. Secondly, whereas the British Army
was too weak to oppose the French in Spain, the Navy could
easily prevent them from transporting their forces to South
America. Chateaubriand, the Foreign Minister in the " Ultra "
Government (§ 89), urged that it was both wicked and foolish
to allow the colonies to become republics ; and King Ferdinand
1 These colonies had refused to submit to Joseph Bonaparte when Napoleon
had made him King of Spain (§ 62) ; and they had enjoyed their freedom
(especially in the matter of overseas commerce) so much that when Ferdinand
VII was restored in 1814 they would not return to their allegiance.

